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Since the war against the French colonialists began SO 
soon after the founding of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam 
(on 2 September 1945), mathematics could not get a good start 
until after the signing of the Geneva Agreement in 1954. There 
had been no development of sciences, mathematics included, 
during the colonial regime. LC Van Thiem himself was in 1954 
one of the very few mathematicians in Viet Nam. Institutions 
of higher education had yet to be formed. He recalled that it 
was common at that time for students to come right back after 
their first degree to their university to teach the next class 
of students, and that research was confined to improving teaching 
by finding new proofs of known results. It was only after 1960 
that mathematics began to be used in production with applications 
of operations research, linear programming, probability, 
meachanics.... This experience came just in time for mathemati- 
cians to be able to contribute to national defense in 1965, when 
bridges and highways destroyed by the American bombing had to 
be repaired efficiently. 
During the years of war and bombing, the various faculties 
were dispersed in forests, remote rural areas, and mountains. 
This was hard on research and teaching. Researchers had no light 
but kerosene lamps which had to be blacked out to hide them from 
American flyers. Teachers would travel by bicycle between the 
different departments of the same faculty, widely separated from 
each other to reduce the danger of a heavy bombing. Such a trip 
put one's life in danger every day. Libraries which were also 
evacuated suffered from typhoons and from the bombings. Precious 
books and journals were destroyed. These libraries were anyhow 
hard to use for teachers and research workers who had been 
evacuated to altogether different places. In spite of the 
difficulties, efforts were made to keep up higher education and 
research. For example, the two mathematical journals, one in 
Vietnamese and the other in foreign languages (English, French, 
German, Russian), continued to appear. Seminars were held 
regularly each year, and in spite of the danger from bombing, 
researchers would come several hundred kilometers by bicycle to 
take part. With the faculties so scattered, the most practical 
place to hold such meetings was in the capital. Vietnamese 
mathematicians continued, during these years of bombing, to send 
articles abroad for publication. 
one electronic computer, 
At this time there was only 
naturally not very up-to-date. It was 
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Besides this, a great effort was made to train young mathemati- 
cians. Special classes were set up at various faculties to 
encourage schoolchildren toward mathematics. Some very good 
students came out of these classes. Recently at the Mathematical 
Olympiad in the German Democratic Republic, four of the team of 
five students won prizes -- a first, a second, and two third 
prizes. There were eighteen countries in this competition (USA, 
USSR, France, Great Britain, and others). These results are 
all the more satisfying for the fact that these were students 
who had got their elementary schooling under the war conditions 
just described. 
Since the Paris Agreement, the comparatively peaceful state 
of North Viet Nam has opened the way to a new development of 
mathematics. Such fields as mathematical economics, probability, 
statistics, computer science, and automatic control are oriented 
not merely toward direct application, but also toward the 
future. There are even investigators in such fields as functional 
analysis, complex analysis, analytic geometry, and algebra. The 
aim is to use all the possibilities science offers in making up 
the economic backwardness of Viet Nam due to so many years of 
feudalism, colonialism, and war. But the conditions of research 
in mathematics as in other branches of science depend on the 
general economic development of Viet Nam. For example, there 
are not enough printing presses. Because of the war, the latest 
volume of Acta Scientiarum Vietnamicarum is the one dated 1971, 
printed only in 1973. Well-known authors such as B. Malgrange, 
F. Pham, and H. Hironaka offered to submit manuscripts to the 
journal, but for fear of undue delay in publication the editors 
have not yet felt free to receive them. 
Editorial Note: The above is an excerpt from the report of the 
Vietnamese delegation at the International Congress of Mathemati- 
cians in Vancouver, August 1974. At the Congress, the delegation 
appealed for material aid from the world mathematical community. 
Books and journals (in mathematics and all the sciences) may 
be sent to Mathematical Society of Viet Nam, 39 Tran hung Dao, 
Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. From countries where 
direct mail to Hanoi is chancy, books may be sent to Mathematical 
Society of Viet Nam, c/o Cultural Attache, Embassy of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, 2 rue le Verrier, 75006 Paris, 
France. Questions about other forms of aid (money for equipment, 
etc.) may be sent to Prof. LQ Van Thiem at the same addresses. 
